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The Old Korean Vernacular Sinograph ‘jing (i)’ Revisited
Ye, XU Zhejiang University
1. Introduction

Historians and linguists from Korea, Japan and China have discussed at length
the Old Korean (hereafter OK) vulgar sinograph jing (i), especially after many
mokkan (K&, ‘wooden slips’, ‘wooden tablets’ or ‘wooden documents’) were
discovered in Korea and Japan—see Inaba (1936), Yi (1997, 2005), Kim (2008), Dai
(2016), Kwon (2018, 2020), Lee (2019), etc. Inaba (1936) pointed out that the jing
(f5) in the name of the Paekche bureau jingbii (#iiil) from a Chinese reference book
called Hanyuan (%1%, ‘Literature Garden’, ca. 660 AD) had the meaning of
‘warehouse, granary’. Inaba (1936) also established that fijing (F#%%), meaning
‘warehouse, granary’ in the Koguryd language recorded in the Chinese chronicle
Sanguézhi (=HE, ‘Records of The Three Kingdoms’, ca. 280-290 AD), should
relate to OId Japanese (OJ) < 4 [kura]”, the Kun’yomi (3ll#t, ‘semantic reading’)
of the Kanji (#5, Chinese characters used in Japanese writing system) s6 (&,
Z9).

After the excavation and decipherment of additional mokkan in Korea and Japan,
Yi (1997, 2005) considered that jing (#i) originated from fijing (F#5%) as a
compound sinograph combing the Chinese character components mu (A, ‘wooden’)
and jing (3%, ‘capital, warehouse, granary’), then spread to Paekche, Silla and Japan.
Kwon (2018, 2020) agreed with Yi, making a chronological comparison of different
mokkan fragments from Paekche, Silla and from Japan. However, Dai (2016) argued
that jing (#) originated from the Chinese character jing (i%) based on the other two
pieces of evidence, one is jingwii (i{)&2), referring to a warehouse for meat that
appeared in a mural painting from the Anak Tomb No. 3 (ZE=55H1E, 357 AD)
in South Hwanghae province (¥ F§iE) and jing (1), which appeared in the epitaph
from the Toghiingri Tomb (fEHH H1E, 408 AD) in South P’yong’an province
(°F2ZF§1E). Recently, Kwon (2020) discovered that jing (&%), as a variant (i.e. yitizi,
YHE) of jing (3%), appeared in Buddhist texts and Korean historical documents.
Thus, compared with previous studies, I aim to revisit the origin of the Korean
vernacular sinograph jing (#i), its semantic meaning and take a further step in the
reconstruction of its phonology in OK, which is based on textual research and
comparative analysis using diverse primary sources from China, Korea and Japan.

2. On the origin of “jing (#)”

Generally, previous studies on mokkan from Korea and Japan agreed that jing
(%) meant ‘warehouse, granary’ in OK. There are Korean mokkan fragments bearing
the sinograph jing (#i). The first piece of mokkan from Unified Silla (ca. 8" century)
was excavated at the Hwangnam-dong (:2F4iF]) No. 376, Kyongju (BEJH), in 1994.
The inscriptions were determined to read ‘T H T /NHBEONZ THAE.. A K.
(front) and “fPFiEHH -4 (back), according to the Korean Mokkan Dictionary
(2011). Jing (1) appeared three times, in the words jingshi (#58), xidajing (H)
and zhongjing (fH#:). Second, one piece from Paekche (ca. late 6" century) was
excavated at the Nungsan-ri Monastery site (P& HSFhE), Puyd (#k8%), in 2002. The
inscriptions were ‘= H ¥ N _H’. Jing (f5) appeared once in the word zhongjing
(ff#5). Third, a piece from Paekche (ca. 7™ century) was excavated in Ssangbuk-ri
(B JLH) 280-5, Puyd (#k#5), in 2008. The inscriptions were ‘“4Mi P8’ (front) and
“Ram+ > (back). Jing ’gf‘}?) appeared in the name of the Paekche bureau wadijingbi
(4Mi P). The character P is a vernacular variant of the Chinese character bu (7).
Furthermore, one inkstone unearthed from Anabji (fETSHE) in East Kyongju was
inscribed with jingsi (#%]), and one tile from the Unified Silla period was unearthed
at the Mujin Fortress site (2 HiENE), Kwangju (O%J1), inscribed with one
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variant of jing (£i).

In addition, in the Chiliji (HEEE, ‘monographs on geography’) of the
Samguk saki (=5 FC, ‘History of the Three Kingdoms’, 1145 AD), one Koguryd
toponym, Kyongamsong (Fisnd), used jing (£%). A Korean name, Kyonggong
Pokjung (A NE), appeared in an ancient document called Chosatang Tongryang ki
(ﬁ“ﬂé@iﬁﬁ@%ﬂ, <, 1377 AD; See Lee 1987: 236), written during the Koryd period
(F1RE, 918-1392 AD) and discovered in the Pusdksa Monastery (JF/A5F), Yongju
(%&M), North Kyongsang province (B HltiE). Kyongkong (##7) was probably a
manager of a warehouse in this monastery and Pokjung ( ) could be his personal
name. Furthermore, according to Kwon (2020), jing (#) appeared in the classic
Chinese sentence ‘H#ifEfHZ[H A7) in the ancient document Susonsa Hyongjian
(B L%,  ‘Investigation Report of Susdnsa’, ca. 1230 AD, See Lee 1987:
62), as well in the sentence ‘FEAGHEVUME in the Tae'ansa Hyongjian
(R%Z3FZ1EZ,  ‘Investigation Report of Tae’ansa’, ca. 1230 AD). Moreover, in
the Buddhist text the Mahaprajiiaparamita Sitra (KMEHEVEEEE Z%F) of the Korean
Tripitaka (75 K4, ca. 1237 AD), one carver’s name was written as both jingzhu
(#54%) and jingzhii (3XF) on different pages (see Kwon (2020)). Hence, we can say
that jing (F) was used consistently in Koryd until the end of the 13" century.

Among the Japanese mokkan, twenty-two pieces include the sinograph jing ().
For instance, according to Inukai (2011), one piece, unearthed in the Nishigawaramori
no uchi iseki (FUn[Ji#A% / INIEEF) site, Shiga prefecture (ﬁ?%ﬁ%) inscribed in the
latter half of the 7" century, read ‘MiEAzz, WEAEREBAME, F&ERHEZ
(front) and Wi b7, RPN SNEIE i HABf R,
KAFEFEE A7 BRI L (back). On kyongjik (FiH), Kim (2008) proposed that it
corresponded to the OK word ch’angjik (B E) of the same meaning, ‘manager of the
warehouse’. A mokkan was unearthed in the Inoue yakusido iseki (F %% Fﬁﬁiﬁ@ﬁz
site, Ogori (/MARTT), Fukuoka prefecture (##[f%%), and probably made in the 7'
century. The inscription read ‘SRAZRIE L, PTEEESIAT. WEAHBEBIENA,
7 Wtz A4t Ar002f2. KRHZ &M AT, Bdirjing  (HHK) s
interpreted as a name for a warehouse, combing bdiri (1 H) and jing (£7).

Finally, it is important to examine the status of jing (#) in Chinese historical
lexicology. According to the Shimu (FEA, ‘Explaining Trees’) section of the first
surviving Chinese dictionary, Eryd (i, ‘Approaching Elegance’, ca. 3™ century BC
), jing (') is defined as a binding word (i.e. lidnmiénci, if%%%%ﬂ) jildi (R, ED%.) a
kind of tree. Later during the Jin dynasty () Guopu (FFE£, 276-324 AD) wrote that
the wood of jing (f5) was used for making the rims of wheels (A5, #4H HLlgh.)
Meanwhile, the earliest Chinese character dictionary, Shuéwénjiézi (3% R,
‘Explaining Graphs and Analysing Characters’, 121 AD), also stated that jing (1)
meant jildi, under the section header (i.e. bushou, ¥#iH) mu (7I<2 and following the
phonetic reading of its radical character jing (i) (‘#x, HIZEtH. 7R, 5E.). In the
rime book Gudngyun (fE#E, ‘Broad Rimes’, 1008 AD), jing (i) was recorded only
as a kind of tree (AK#). However, jing (fil) was arranged in the small rime group
of liagng (R, &=45<Yl), which indicated they had the same pronunciation during the
Middle Chinese (MC) period (See Yu 2008: 171-172). Later, the Jiyun (4£#8,
‘Collected Rimes’, 1037 AD) adopted the same definitions as Eryd and Shuowénjiezi.
In sum, in the Chinese historical lexicological tradition, as a character and a word
jing (#) referred to ‘the name of a tree’, not ‘warehouse, granary’, and it had the
same pronunciation as jing (i%), later being pronounced like lidng (K; MC ljan; See
Schuessler 2009: 84).

Yet according to Collections of Glosses of Chinese Characters, we can confirm
that, in Chinese, the character jing (%%) generally has four main meanings: ‘artificial
hill, high mound’; ‘large square granary’; ‘grand, big’; ‘capital, metropolis’. Focusing
on the second meaning, Shuowénjiézi mentioned that a round granary is qiin (IA),
comparing it to a square one, a jing (%%). In the Explaining Palaces (*ﬁéﬁ?ﬁ') section of
Guangyd (FEME, ‘Expanded Erya’, 227-232), Zhangyi (?Eg?n, ca. early 3" century)
stated that the characters jing (i), yu (J&), ling (&), I (&), kuai (/%), gong ([),
xian (J&) and gian ([F]) had the same meaning as cang (£), that is, ‘granary’ (see
Zhang 2019: 503-504).
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Hence, it is reasonable to infer that, in OK, the vernacular sinograph jing (1)
probably had two different origins. One is from when the OK writing system
borrowed the Chinese character jing (#if), but kept the second meaning of its radical
character jing (3{). The other is from when the OK writing system borrowed the
word jing (J{) and its second meaning ,‘warchouse, granary’, at the same time
changed the character to jing (f{) by adding the section header mu (/).

In this paper, I argue that the latter origin is the more likely one, and at least
three pieces of evidence can be provided. First, as mentioned in introduction, we are
told in the Sanguozhi that, in Koguryd, people do not have a large warehouse but
that every family has small granary called a fijing (FE3L; ‘MR, XFEXBAHDME,
B R, This implies that fijing (F#5%) and jing (3%) were probably borrowed
as Chinese loanwords into the language of Koguryd. Second, since jingwi (&)
appeared in a mural painting of Anak Tomb No. 3, and jing (#) appeared in the
inscription (‘H&EiZ: (8?2 ), B —HMECZ’.) in the Tokhing-ri Tomb, we can
suppose that jing (i%) and jing (F) coexisted as variants from the 5™ century onward
in Koguryd, and possibly other areas of the Korean Peninsula as well. Third, another
variant of jing (i), jing (#4), is attested in both Chinese and Korean chronicles.
Waijingbu (9‘%1‘,‘? M), as the name of a Paekche bureau, was recorded as
wailiiebuSNEEE in the Zhoushii (82, ‘Book of Zhou’, 636 AD ) but was written as
waijingbu (YMRER) in Hanyuan, and waijingbu (4MRiR) in the Béishi (AL5, ‘History
of the Northern Dynasties’, 659 AD). Furthermore, in the Samguk saki, waijingbu
(4PJR7l) was kept by adopting the same text as the Béishi. Liie ({i) could be a
misspelling of jing (#), since the section headers mu (/) and shdu (#) were often
mixed in Chinese calligraphy, as mentioned by Dai (2016). Certainly, the character
jing (J®) in waijingbu (4MF75E) should be another variant of jing (##) used in the
Korean peninsula. Moreover, another Koguryd toponym from the Chiliji of the
Samguk saki used jing (J%) in the phrase ‘JRER, —Z=H 4 (‘Kydngkok county is
called Suiilt’am’). The character jing (J%) is attested in the Jiyun, ‘Gudngyd recorded
the meaning granary, its Fangie (V) spelling is juqing (&), and the phonetic
reading is the same as jing (5%) ( (FEAME) B, & ‘%EEDJ@J’, Bl U [R5 ). We
can also infer that jing (f%) was used during the Koryd period.
~_ To sum up, T conclude that jing (i) originated as the Chinese character jing
(5%), with the meaning of ‘warehouse, granary’ and was widely used in Koguryo,
Packche, Silla, Koryd and Japan. Jing (fi%) has the miscopied form lie ($) and
variant form jing (J%).

3. On the phonological reconstruction of “jing (fi)”

On the phonological reconstruction of jing (#i), there are three pieces of
evidence to consider. First, in the Koguryd toponym Kyongkok (JR4¥) ~ Swiilt’am
(B 4FF), t'am () should be understood as a miscopied form of kok (%¥), which
occurred frequently in OK texts, due to the similarity of the two characters’ shapes.
On the phonological correspondence between kyong (Ji) and suiil (& Z.), Beckwith
(2007) has reconstructed the reading of kyong (FR) as ‘*Sur~$uir, and similarly, Lee
(2019) deciphered kyong (k) as = [sul]. However, I argue that kyong (J%) should
be read as *kol in OK. As we know, u/ (Z.) represented a coda [-1], and su (H,
MC $jou®©), meaning ‘head, brain’, had its native Korean word ™ [ma.litk ol],
Z [kol], which is attested in the Late Middle Korean (LMK) word &3] [kol.t/"i] in
the Ponyok Nogoldae (Bli%&Z K, ‘New Translation of the ‘Old Cathayan’, 1517
AD, Sang I: 28) and in the Hunmong chahoe (FIZZ"7&, ‘Collection of Characters for
Training the Unenlightened’, 1527 AD, Sang _I: 14). Additionally, 3*3 [kos.t tf'ip] in
LMK could be regarded as a compound of two native Korean words, = [kol] and
F [tsip], with the elimination of the lateral [-1] and the addition of a possessive
-A~= [-s-], rather than a compound between a Chinese loan J& (ku; 3, ko) and F
[tsip]. The former explanation is more reasonable and conforms to Korean historical
morphology.

Second, from the perspective of OJ phonology, jing (#i) has the same Kun'’yomi,
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kura (< %), with the Kanji kyo (3%, & & D), s6 (B, £ 9), z6 (&, £ D) and ko
(&, ). If so, it is possible to reconstruct the pronunciation of jing (#) as *kol in
OK, since OK *o wusually corresponds to OJ [u], and the raising of [o] to [uﬂ
occurred during OJ Eeriod (See Miyake 2003, 2017). For instance, OK 1le™
[ko.ma"] > : <& [kom"], meaning ‘bear’, corresponds to OJ Ak (< &) [ku.ma] and
OK-E# *mo.ra, meaning °‘village’, corresponds to OJ i (&£ 5, &) [mura].
Therefore, we can infer that OJ < 5[kura] was a direct loan from OK *kol, or even
an earlier disyllabic form **kora.

Third, from the perspective of Chinese historical phonology, there are two groups
of characters that share the same phonological series as jing (i%). One group has the
onset [k-] (5.BF, ‘The Groups of the Initial Jian in MC’), including characters like
jing (%), jing (5, ‘whale’), jing (5%, ‘the name of a bird’), jing (4%, ‘a character
used for female names’), jing (J%, ‘the name of a kind of deer’) and jing (&, ‘black
deer’). However, another group has the onset [l-] (38}, ‘The Groups of the Initial
Léi in Middle Chinese’), such as lidng (Ui, ., ‘cool’), liang (3%, ‘excuse’), liang
(1, ‘sun-dry’), lie (Fi, ‘rob’), lidng (Bx, ‘mixed starch’) and liang (%7, ‘the name of
a percussion instrument’). Hence, in Old Chinese (OC), the initial of jing (3%) is
usually reconstructed as the consonant cluster *kr-, and the whole syllable is *kran in
OC, according to Schuessler (2009). Concerning the interval between OC and OK,
however, and the different syllabic structures of two languages, I argue that the native
OK reading *kol is not relevant to OC *kran. It is better to read jing (#) and jing
(i%) with the same modern Sino-Korean pronunciation as 73 [kjan].

4. Conclusion
In a summary, I propose that the OId Korean vernacular sinograph jing (##)
originated from Chinese character jing (i{), meaning ‘warehouse, granary’, and was
widely used in Koguryd, Paekche, Silla, and subsequently spread to Japan. It had its
variant jing (J%), and their phonological reconstruction in OK would be either *kol or
**kora.
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